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UKRAINE-EU DIALOGUE
KEY RESULTS

ASSOCIATION
AGREEMENT UPDATE
A historical decision to hold a comprehensive
review of the achievement of objectives under
the Association Agreement and its update for
the first time was reached between Ukraine and
the EU. During the 22nd EU-Ukraine summit,
the President of Ukraine handed over Ukraine's
position paper on the Association Agreement
parameters update to the EU side, with the main
aim to broaden Ukraine’s access to the EU “four
freedoms” - free movement of persons, goods,
services and capital. Ukraine’s position paper
was developed based on a series of public
consultations with 50 business associations,
representing about 2 000 businesses operating
in Ukraine, and with about 300 small and
medium enterprises, including from different
regions of Ukraine, held by the Office of the
Deputy Prime Minister for European and
Euro-Atlantic Integration.
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UKRAINE’S
EARLY INVOLVEMENT
IN THE EU GREEN DEAL
Ukraine shares and fully supports climate
ambitions of the EU and has a goal of
developing its own green agenda in line with
the EU Green Deal. Ukraine delivered a position
paper on the modalities of Ukraine’s early
involvement in the development and
implementation of policies within the EU Green
Deal to the EU side in August 2020 with a
proposal to launch a structured and regular
dialogue. Ukraine is already defined as a
potential EU partner in hydrogen generation
and delivery in EU Hydrogen Strategy. An
interagency working group on the EU Green
Deal has identified priority areas for cooperation
with the EU, which will be used at the kick-off
meeting of D. Shmygal and F. Timmermans on
further involvement of Ukraine in the process of
Green Deal development.
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IMPLEMENTATION
OF EUROPEAN INTEGRATION
AGENDA AND ASSOCIATION
AGREEMENT
A common platform - the Commission on
coordination of the Association Agreement
implementation, headed by the Prime-Minister was created between the Government, the
Parliament and the Presidential Office to
intensify and coordinate all European integration
reforms with a focus on the approximation of
the Ukrainian legislation to the EU law. Thus, the
Government adopts European integration legal
acts at every weekly meeting.
15 - Number of European Integration laws,
adopted by the Parliament of Ukraine in 2020.

EUROPEAN
INTEGRATION OFFICES
The offices were established to accelerate
European integration process at the local level.
The offices will help the regions to develop and
implement projects, build partnerships with
their colleagues in the EU, participate in the EU
programmes and initiatives. In 2020, two offices
were opened - in Kherson and Dnipro. In 2021,
the Government plans to open such offices in
Poltava, Khmelnytskyi and other cities.

● #1182-1-д on inland water transport.
● #3014 on electronic communications.
● #3648 on blood and its components safety
and quality.
● #2178-10 on cancelling the ban on the
acquisition of privately owned agricultural land
(excluding on the temporarily occupied
territories) since the 1st July, 2021.
● #2280, amendments to the legislation on land
use planning, providing better urban planning
and land management.
● #2370 on national infrastructure of geospatial
data.
● #2255 on creation of a National Intellectual
Property Authority.
● #2258 on strengthening protection of rights
to trademarks and industrial designs to combat
patent trolling.
● #2259 on reform of patent law.
● #2284 on simplifying investment procedures
and introducing new financial instruments.
● #2043, amendments to the legislation on
confirmation of compliance of the information
system with the information protection
requirements.
● #0051 on ratification of the guarantee agreement
between Ukraine and the EIB on Ukrenergo loan
for 12 power substations reconstruction.
● #0054 on Ukraine’s accession to the Enlarged
Partial Agreement on Sport.
● #0901 on complete general secondary
education to continue New Ukrainian school
reform, with a focus on models of language of
education application.
● #0036 on the accession of Ukraine
to the Second Protocol to the Hague Convention
of 1954 for the Protection of Cultural Property
in the Event of Armed Conflict.
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EU-UKRAINE
ASSOCIATION AGREEMENT
IMPLEMENTATION PROGRESS

General progress for 2014-2024 1
2014
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2017
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2 000 tasks
54%
43%

37%

in 24 sectors
of public life
by 70 implementers
from all branches of power

1
as of 1st February, 2021, based on the Government Action Plan for the EU - Ukraine Association Agreement implementation,
visualized in the online monitoring tool - “Pulse of the Agreement”
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BY SECTORS FOR 2014-2024

89%
Political dialogue,
national security and defense

85%
Justice, freedom, security
and human rights

83%

84%

Public procurement

Humanitarian policy

74%

69%

Public finance
management

63%
Energy Efficiency and Housing
and Utility Infrastructure

54%

Education, training and youth

60%
Taxation

50%

Intellectual property

Environment
and civil protection

46%

45%

Science, technologies
and innovations, space

42%
Consumer rights
protection

36%
Financial Sector

Energy

42%
Agriculture

35%
Transport,
transport infrastructure

85%
Technical barriers
to trade

81%
Entrepreneurship

68%
Statistics
and information exchange

60%
Sanitary and phytosanitary
measures

47%
Public health

44%
Customs matters

40%
Social policy
and labour relations

24%
Financial cooperation
and combatting fraud
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EU-UKRAINE ASSOCIATION AGREEMENT
IMPLEMENTATION PROGRESS FOR 2020:
KEY RESULTS

Political dialogue, national security and defense
● Decentralization: 1 470 amalgamated territorial
communities (hromadas) emerged as a result of
the decentralization reform during 2015-2020
instead of 11 250 in 2014. In May 2020, the
Government reported about the completion of
the process.
● New Election Code, adopted on 12th December,
2019, fully entered into force in 2020.
.
Justice, freedom, security and human rights
● Prison and probation reform: the Unified State
Register of Convicts and Detainees is created
with 52 792 profiles.
● Cybersecurity. Terminology along with a list of
sectors and services within the critical
infrastructure of Ukraine are harmonized with
the relevant EU directives. Moreover, rules of
critical infrastructure and state informational
resources cybersecurity screening are adopted
by the Government.
DCFTA
● Due to the spread of COVID-19, the volume of
foreign trade in goods between Ukraine and the
EU decreased by 13.5%, exports by 14.4% and
imports by 12.7%, according to the results of 9
months of 2020 compared to 2019.
Nevertheless, in 2020, Ukrainian exporters used
the opportunities of 32 out of 40 tariff quotas, 11
of which were used in full: corn, wheat, barley,
honey, sugar, grape and apple juices, processed
tomatoes, processed starch, butter, poultry and
starch, eggs and albumin.
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● The Agreement in the form of an exchange of
letters between Ukraine and the EU amending
the trade preferences for poultry meat and
poultry meat preparations provided for in the
Association Agreement entered into force on
1st February, 2020.
● 267 exporters received the status of an
authorized exporter, enabling them to export to
the EU without a EUR.1 certificate.
● 106 845 EUR.1 certificates were issued by the
customs agencies in 2020.
Technical barriers to trade
● ACАA. Ukraine completely fulfilled all its
obligations as a preparatory stage to signing
Agreements on Conformity Assessment and
Acceptance of Industrial Products with the EU
in three priority sectors - low-voltage electrical
equipment, electromagnetic compatibility,
machinery. The EU preliminary expert mission
to assess the readiness of Ukrainian legislation
and infrastructure with a view to launch
negotiations and further sign the ACAA is in
progress.
Sanitary and phytosanitary measures
● Authorized bodies were defined by the
Government’s decree to implement European
geographical indications protection standards
for food and agricultural products.
● The Health Ministry introduced several orders,
implementing respective EU regulations,
regarding changes of maximum levels of
certain contaminants in food regulations,
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claims on nutritional value and health benefits
of foods by the producers, rules of adding
vitamins and minerals to food.
● The Government introduced partial equipment
costs compensations to farming cooperatives.
Customs matters
● Several Government decrees were adopted to
put the institute of authorized economic
operators into operations and to bring Ukraine
closer to a possibility of acceding to the
Convention on a Common Transit Procedure.
As part of an electronic transit system
introduction for the common transit regime
operation, the Ministry of Finance enabled
carriers to submit a general declaration of
arrival since 11th November, 2020.
● The State Customs Service has launched a pilot
project on automatic registration of customs
declarations without a customs official. To date,
11 155 customs declarations have been issued
automatically with an average time of their
registration of about 10 minutes. On average,
about 100 customs declarations are processed
automatically daily.
Public procurement
● Phase I of the Action Plan implementing the
Roadmap of harmonization of the national
procurement legislation is completed. Once its
formal positive assessment by the EU side is
obtained, an official mutual opening of public
procurement markets in terms of access to
supply contracts for central authorities will
become possible.
Energy
● Ukraine has completely fulfilled its
obligations under the Association Agreement
regarding the gas market reform since 2014,
resulting in the Ukrainian gas market being
fully synchronized with the European one.
Ukrainian gas market has completely switched
to daily balancing. GTS Operator of Ukraine has
signed technical agreements with gas
transmission system operators of Poland,

Hungary, Romania, Moldova, Slovakia and the
Russian Federation, enabling gas transportation
for Ukrainian and the EU consumers since
January 1, 2020. Moreover, former state
regulations setting gas prices for the population
were revoked in August 2020.
● E-auctions on electricity sales on bilateral
agreements procedure along with green
energy sales rules were improved by a
Government decree.
● The nuclear safety regulatory body restored its
independence in executing the oversight and
licensing activities.
Energy Efficiency and Housing and Utility
Infrastructure
● The Government adopted a new state policy
concept on increasing the number of
energy-efficient buildings that are close to
zero- energy consumption with a respective
National Plan 2020-2030.
● Technical regulations for energy labeling
requirements for heaters/combination heaters,
temperature controls and solar devices were
adopted. In general, as of the end of 2020, 23
technical regulations in eco-design and 15 in
energy labeling requirements are adopted.
Environment and civil protection
● A series of bylaws aimed at further
implementation of monitoring, reporting and
verification of greenhouse gas emissions, and
use and management of controlled substances.
● Wild bird species, determined as species
requiring protection in the EU (Directive No.
2009/147/EC), are included in the Red Book of
Ukraine, if present in the territory of Ukraine, on
the basis of available scientific data.
Transport, transport infrastructure,
postal and courier services
● Safety of two-or-three-wheel transport
vehicles and all-terrain vehicles (ATVs) was
improved by the Government Decree.
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● Road safety strategy until 2024 was approved
by the Government with a respective state
programme for the promotion of road safety in
Ukraine for the period until 2023.
Financial markets
● The Deposit Guarantee Fund set
requirements for written notification of
depositors about their deposits guaranteed
conditions aligned with the requirements of
Directive 2014/49/EU.
● E-money regulations are set in the NBU
regulations.
Science, technologies and innovations, space
● Digital integration. The roadmap of
Ukraine's integration into the EU Digital

Single Market has been updated following
the conclusions and recommendations of
the EU expert mission assessment,
presented in June 2020.
● Science, research and innovations. In 2020,
the National Research Foundation initiated
the first two competitions in directions of
"Science for Human Security and Society"
with a special focus on projects aimed at
combating COVID-19, and "Support for
research of leading and young students" with
a total budget of over UAH 250 mln. Up to
30% of selected projects are aimed at
combating the pandemic and its
consequences.
● The EU-Ukraine Agreement on scientific and
technological cooperation was renewed in
December 2020.

UKRAINE’S PARTICIPATION IN EU CROSS-BORDER PROGRAMMES

Ukraine participates in

236 projects
for the general amount of

EUR 72 mln

under the framework of the EU
four cross-border programmes:
1. Ukraine-Poland-Belarus
2. Ukraine-Hungary-Slovakia
3. Ukraine-Romania
4. Black Sea basin

19 projects
for the general amount of

EUR 5 mln,
including those where Ukrainian partners
are associated partners
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under the framework of the Danube
Transnational Programme,
an instrument of the EU Strategy
for the Danube region
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UKRAINE-EU:
NEXT STEPS IN 2021

Ukraine’s early access to COVID-19 vaccines

framework of new Neighbourhood,
Development and International Cooperation
Instrument (NDICI), a part of the recently
entered into force long-term EU budget for
2021-2027.

EU-Ukraine Association Agreement update
●

Comprehensive review of the achievement of
objectives under Association Agreement.

●

Start of the negotiations on accelerating and
broadening the scope of the tariff
liberalization according to the paragraph 4
of Article 29 of the Association Agreement,
based on preliminary consultations with
Ukrainian potential and current exporters to
the EU.

●

Ukraine’s green deal and cooperation with EU
●

Ukraine's submission of its NDC2 and its
further implementation with the EU
support.

●

Projects development in energy efficiency,
as well as adoption of relevant legislation,
including development of a long-term
renovation strategy.

●

Ukraine’s active participation in EU Raw
Materials, Clean Hydrogen and Battery
Alliances and others.

●

- Annex XVII, in particular Appendix XVII-3
“Rules applicable to telecommunication
services”.

Development and implementation of
Ukraine's just transition of coal regions
strategy with launching of pilot projects
supported by the EU.

●

Ukrainian Emissions Trading System (ETS)
planning and design development.

- Appendix XVII-4 “Rules applicable to
postal and courier services”.

●

Reforestation and afforestation projects
development.

- Appendix XVII-5 “Rules applicable to
international maritime transport”.

●

Decarbonization of transport sector and
development of alternative fuels with the EU
support.

●

Cooperation in the area of reducing
emissions from industry, including additional
finance and support in driving innovations.

●

Further aligning of Ukraine’s climate policies
with European regulation to avoid the

Proceed with update of the Annexes to the
Association Agreement:
- Annex ХХХ to Chapter 6 Environment.
- Annex ХХХІ to Chapter 6 Environment.
- Annex ХХХІІ to Chapter 7 Transport.

- Annex XLIV to Title VI “Financial
Cooperation, with Anti-Fraud Provisions”.
Financial support of the EU to Ukraine
●

To finalize priorities and mutually agree the
EU future allocations to Ukraine in the
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application of trade damaging instruments
to Ukraine.
●

Ukraine’s adoption of the principles of Farm
to Fork strategy.

●

Ukraine’s adoption and implementation of
the 2030 Environmental Security and
Climate Change Adaptation strategy.

Association Agreement, in the following
areas: network and information
security; personal data protection;
cross-border movement of online
content and services and defining
mechanisms for consumer rights
administrative protection; copyright
protection; electronic payments;
trans-European telecommunications
infrastructure development; open and
non-discriminatory internet access.

Ukraine’s integration to the EU Single Market
●

Gas and Electricity markets:
- To finalize the implementation of the
Third Energy Package.

●

- To remove the mechanism of Public
Service Obligations (PSO) in electricity
market in 2021.

Further steps towards Ukraine’s integration
into the Single European Transport Area,
including the amendment of Appendix XVII-5.

●

Gradual opening of the road transport
market (transit liberalization), based on the
progress made by Ukraine in transposing
relevant EU acquis.

●

Singing of Common Aviation Area
Agreement between Ukraine and the EU.

●

Ukraine’s chairmanship in the Danube
Commission in 2021-2023.

●

EU’s support in unblocking the inclusion of
the Ukrainian section of the Danube River
because of the case against Ukraine under
the Espoo Convention, and of the Dnipro
River and the Southern Bug into the TEN-T
regional map.

- To ensure that the energy system of
Ukraine meets technical requirements
for joining ENTSO-E and ENTSOG.
- To certify TSO in electricity market
(“Ukrenergo”).
- EU further assistance in technical
preparation of Ukraine’s energy system
integration into European system.
●

Digital Market:
- Start negotiations to conclude the
Agreement on cross-border recognition
of electronic trust services between the
EU and Ukraine.

Trade

- Cooperation and bilateral dialogue on
protection of critical infrastructure
objects and state information resources
to eliminate cyber-attacks on
information and telecommunication
systems.

●

Industrial Goods: signing of Agreements on
Conformity Assessment and Acceptance of
Industrial Goods between Ukraine and the
EU in four priority sectors: low-voltage
electrical equipment, electromagnetic
compatibility, machinery.

- Inclusion of Ukraine into the Digital
Economy and Society Index (DESI).

●

Customs:

- Approving a relevant joint Work Plan for
other forms of cooperation within the
EU DSM, complementary to the
10

Ukraine’s integration to the Single European
Transport Area

- Decisions of the Customs Cooperation
Subcommittee on the mutual
recognition of authorized economic
operators.
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- Preliminary comprehensive diagnostic
mission to evaluate the actions required
by Ukraine to accede to the Convention
on a common transit procedure and the
Convention on the simplification of
formalities in trade in goods by the EU.

●

- Ukraine’s accession to the Convention
on the common transit regime and the
Convention on the simplification of
formalities in trade in goods upon
successful completion of the
established procedures.

●

- Integration of Ukraines’ national transit
system into the New Computerized
Transit System.
●

Public procurement: to obtain the EU's
formal positive assessment of Ukraine’s
implementation of Phase I of the Action Plan
on the national procurement legislation
harmonization.

●

Wood: Ukraine gives the EU its assurance of
full commitment to implement the ruling of
the Arbitration panel in the dispute
concerning “Restrictions applied by Ukraine
on exports of certain wood products to the
European Union”. Ukraine trusts the EU’s
partnership and cooperation in joint
improvement of sustainable management of
forest resources.

To conclude an agreement on the
expansion of the European satellite
navigation system EGNOS on the territory of
Ukraine.

Financial cooperation and fraud prevention
To conclude a memorandum of
cooperation between the National Police,
Prosecutor General’s Office, Security
Service, State Audit Service and the
European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF) to
determine a legal basis and procedure for
operational cooperation.

Cross-border cooperation
●

EU Strategy for the Danube Region:
preparation and submission of an annual
presidency programme by Ukraine and
support of Ukraine’s application for the
presidency from November 2021 to
November 2022 by the EU.

●

Support of Ukraine’s increased participation
in EU new cross-border programmes for
2021-2027.

●

Support of Ukraine’s request to allocate
funds for two cross-border programmes Ukraine-Belarus and Ukraine-Moldova under the package of the EU support for
Ukraine for 2021-2027.

Cyber-security dialogue

Ukraine’s participation in the EU programmes

●

●

To hold the first round in the first quarter 2021.

Joining Horizon Europe and EU4Health,
increased participation in Erasmus+ and
Creative Europe.

Space dialogue
●

To launch Ukraine-EU high-level space
dialogue.

Support of Ukrainian public servant education
in cooperation with College of Europe in
Natolin
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